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Homelessness in America
Despite being the most powerful nation and with a strong economy, America is experiencing a great challenge on the issue of homelessness. The number of the homeless people increases day by day as per statistics. The homeless people are simply those who are unable to afford a place of their own to call home. They mainly spend nights on the streets or on temporary places. Different groups are victims of this problem. To start with, low income earners are at risk of homelessness because they cannot afford proper housing. In addition, people with mental illnesses and those addicted with drugs are also victims of homelessness. Majority of the homeless people are youths, especially drug addicts, those without jobs and those from broken families. Undocumented immigrants also add into the number of America’s homeless people. The homeless people are generally unable to afford the basic needs of a human being like shelter and even food and they live under desperate conditions. 
Homelessness is such a problematic issue in America because the number keeps increasing day bay day. One of the reasons as to why it is problematic, which are also causes of homelessness is the constant wage growth. Studies show that the wage growth has been flat for the past two decades while house rent has doubled up making it hard for the low income earners to afford them. In addition, there has been an increase in drug users and addicts, and undocumented immigrants. The consequence of un-increasing wage growth is that many people had to shift from the houses they lived in and lived where the poor lived, rendering them homeless (DePastino 65). 
Policy solutions
For years, the nation’s concern has changed from managing homelessness to solving the problem completely (Minnery and Emma 643). There are several policies which need to be implemented to solve the issue of homelessness. One of the key policies to end the homelessness problem is building affordable houses by the federal government. With proper and affordable housing, people will have a stable place where they can manage their minimal earnings, address their mental illnesses and take care of their health as they address issues on drug and substance abuse. With affordable housing, people can pay major and purposeful roles in their communities (Toro and Melissa 120). The government should set aside funds and secure places to build apartments affordable to the poor and where it can keep the homeless ones. Since it would be practically impossible to house person by person, the government should build gated apartments which can accommodate large numbers of the homeless at once (Minnery and Emma 649). This will also help not to divide the national resources which may cause problems between different groups. Building houses in central communities will not only cater for the basic right for the people, but it will also lead to secure and connected lives. Nevertheless, although it is a solution to a problem, building houses by the federal government can be challenging. One of the challenges which can be associated with building affordable houses would be the need to benefit for many even those who did not need (Kondratas 1226).  It would be a challenge for the government to identify the real victims and imposters because even able people would also want to benefit. Another challenge with building houses would be getting the homeless into the houses because many of them have become used to the lives in streets and in such poor conditions. However, to end homelessness, such challenges can be overcome if there is huge national commitment.  
Another policy solution that can help to curb the issue of homelessness is training young workers. It is evident from statistics that the largest number of the homeless victims are the young people. Majority of them are from broken families and those recently released from foster care or jail. These youths lack homes, and do not have employment skills leading them to live on the streets. Training these young people on the basic skills required in employment and securing opportunities for them from potential employers would be a great mile in solving the issue of homelessness. Actually, programs like the Vancouver initiative known as “BladeRunners”, a program for the youths at risk which mainly focuses on construction and the fields related to it (Toro and Melissa 131). The program offers training and secures paid internships for the young people to earn as they gain experience. If more of such programs are established and expanded, they would help in training the many homeless youths and enable them to earn living for themselves. Training the youths who are homeless would be very beneficial because the youths will have received permanent solution to their problems. Giving someone a skill is important than giving him or her money. They can be able to explore more opportunities by themselves. Additionally, training the young people would not only help in securing jobs, but it would also help in keeping them busy to avoid involving themselves in drug abuse and addiction. However, there are challenges associated with training the young people. To start with, it would be a challenge to convince some of them to learn since they are already used to their free life in the streets (Kondratas 1226). In addition, it would be a challenge to bring them together because some of them are suffering from mental illnesses and others are addicts. It would require them to be taken through some rehabilitation programs first for them to be trained. Nevertheless, with the required national commitment, all these challenges can be handled. For effective control of homelessness, training the young people, who are actually the majority, would be a major step (Minnery and Emma 655). 
Recommendations

The most noticeable problem that the homeless people encounter is lack of stable shelters which greatly affects their health. Although some steps have been taken towards healthcare, there are other important measures that can still be recommended. First, long-term solutions need to be established. Many of the measures taken are just short-term solutions because the current desperate need for shelter and food seems to have overshadowed the attempts to come up and implement policies which can offer long-term solutions. Although some short-term solutions are problem-specific and critically important, some long lasting measures need to be taken (Gargiulo 358). Secondly, I would recommend numerous supportive services for the homeless people. Many of them have the ability to establish and maintain their own residence if given the necessary support. Social support and sufficient healthcare would enable them fit in the community and effectively discharge their duties. Actually, with the right support systems, many will be able to overcome their challenges and will sooner or later become independent. In addition, eradiation of homelessness can be made effective through investing heavily on social relations. Many of the homeless people have many needs which some of them need to be handled in a holistic manner. The government and the society at large needs to invest largely on fields like rehabilitation, centers and other centers to take care of the needs of the homeless. There should be the willingness to finance even the non-state institutions and establishment of protection systems for the homeless. Lastly, the attention given to the issue of homelessness is wanting and there is need to raise its awareness (Gargiulo 362). To end homelessness, everyone should ensure that the topic is always on top of every agenda and dealt with again and again. 
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